
Policy 2015-2018 
The DHS wants to bring the heraldic legacy to the attention of large parts of the population. It 

wants to do this by: 

• being a platform for experts,  

• bringing together heraldic specialists,  

• publication of a quarterly magazine,  

• keeping a register of personal and family coats of arms,  

• organising a “Day of Heraldry”,  

• any other possible means.  

The goal for 2015 is to launch the heart of our society, the heraldic magazine Blazoen. For the 

first few years this will be unforeseeable without external sponsors. We hope we will pass the 

mark of 50 friends during the first year and will increase those numbers to at least 250 by 

2020 in order to be less dependent on external sponsors at that time. 

Anyone can become a friend/donor/sponsor, with or without having a coat of arms. Many 

friends already have a coat of arms or are planning to have a new personal coat of arms 

registered. Our friends are interested in many aspects of heraldry, for example as an art form, 

as an academic field or as a hobby. This interest may arise from a professional occupation. 

 

The quarterly magazine Blazoen 
The publication of the first edition of Blazoen was in May 2015. After that, two more editions 

followed in 2015. The aim is to publish an edition four times a year.  

Registration of coats of arms 
In The Netherlands anyone is free to have a coat of arms registered and this can be done with 

several organisations, some with a commercial streak. Some registers are dependent on one 

person, some are a side-line-activity of a historical or genealogical society. Until 2014 the 

register of the “Central Bureau for Genealogy” (CBG) was famed as the most solid, 

honourable, independent and durable. Unfortunately they choose to stop the registration.  

In those instances where the field of heraldry is embedded within a genealogical society it is 

often treated as the small-ugly-stepsister that sounds like an eccentric hobby. A combination 

that has not always been a guaranty for long term continuity. The DHS aims towards reducing 

the heraldic fragmentation in The Netherlands and tries to integrate existing knowledge/forces. 

The DHS hopes that in the end the quality of heraldry is maintained by one organisation, one 

acknowledged authority. Acknowledged by heraldic specialists but preferably also 

acknowledged by the government.  

 

The registration of (new or not yet registered older) coats of arms is no doubt a boost for 

heraldry. To bear arms should not remain elitist but should be accessible to all to stress family 

connections, well recorded and well executed. During the Dutch Batavian Republic the 

chiselling out of coats of arms was the way to express “égalité”, it would be better to cherish 

what remains and stimulate the assumption of arms by as many families as possible. 

 

Day of Heraldry 
On a yearly basis we will organise a “Day of Heraldry” with lectures and a heraldic market to 

bring together those interested in heraldry. We intend to do this around the date of the 

“International Heraldry Day” (June 10th).  

 

Archive 
Building our own archival collection, in part by aggregating existing collections, is one of the 

aims for the coming years. To house these collections, funds or other support needs the be 

found. 


