
Proofing your descent - DHS 
 
 

Line of descent for the registration of a coat of arms 
When compiling a line of descent needed for the registration it is crucial to give sufficient 

proof of connections between the generations. This is irrespective as to whether a newly 
designed or an ancient coat of arms is to be registered. 

Legal proof (based on official documents) is key, but also DNA-research may be used as 

evidence. Circumstantial evidence is only admissible if this makes a descent very 
plausible and is soundly based on other evidence given by the applicant. 

The legal proof must be based on the original official document. Referring to other 

publications as evidence is not admissible because this would make it necessary for us to 
do extra (usually time-consuming) checks. 

 

Primary sources 
When proving filiation (the recognized legal relationship) the first documents we should 

rely on are the primary sources of genealogy, those which show birth/ baptism, marriage 
and death/burial. In The Netherlands this means using: 

 Personal data records (Persoonskaarten , 1939-2016). Extracts are available from 

the CGB.  

 Civil registrations (1811-1967). Some are accessible online at WieWasWie. 

 Parish registers on baptisms, marriages, and burials (16th century – 19th century) 
Some are available online at FamilySearch. 

 

Additional sources 
Only when there are no primary sources available you may use additional sources as 
proof of the descent. Acceptable are sources like: 

 Records of land tenure 

 Records of taxes (e.g. Hearth tax) 

 Judicial records 
 Notary records 

These additional records do not carry the same proving power as the primary sources as 

in most cases they are not created to show filiation. Using these sources as proof needs 
to be accompanied by corroborating arguments to make the filiation plausible. 

 

Listing sources 

The listing of the sources (applied as foot- or endnotes) should not only include a 

reference to the location, but also a scan or photo of the actual record. (See pillar 3 of 

‘the seven pillars of genealogy’ Listing a website as the source of an image should 
include a link to that website.  

When you want to submit digital images separately from your application we recommend 

using “WeTransfer”. (Every image should be individually named according to the listed 
sources.) 

https://cbg.nl/bronnen/cbg-verzamelingen/persoonskaarten-en-lijsten/
https://www.wiewaswie.nl/en/
https://www.familysearch.org/
https://cbg.nl/kennis/themas/de-zeven-pijlers-van-de-genealogie/
https://wetransfer.com/

